Background:

2010 marks the 20th anniversary of WORK: A Journal of
Prevention, Assessment and Rehabilitation (I0S Press, The
Netherlands). The aim of WORK is to be an international and
interdisciplinary journal that provides research on work-
related prevention, assessment and rehabilitation. WORK is
part of occupational therapy’s unique history and international
efforts in the generation of knowledge about the occupation of
work. In honor and celebration of this achievement, a
historical reflection on the sociology of knowledge in this
journal overall and in particular relevant to occupational
therapy, as well as to the advancement of concepts and
evidence currently used in occupational therapy globally was
undertaken.

Results:
The 1000+ articles published in WORK reflect the three thematic
accordances of WORK and a breath of different research approaches.
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OT contribution to the knowledge base:
Occupational therapy has made a significant contribution to the get
knowledge relevant to multiple stakeholders and other disciplines'i
realm of work. Articles published in WORK are across the lifespan;
example, viewing children as workers in their role as students.
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Approach:

Systematic , scoping , and historical reviews of the
articles in WORK, spanning the years 1990-2010,
were conducted to analyze occupational therapy's
role and contribution to knowledge generation and
dissemination (Arksey & O'Malley, 2005; Davis et al,
2009; Holden et al, 2005; Rosenberg, et al, 2005).
Significant trends and epistemological shifts in the
research and knowledge base were identified. In
addition, reflections on the findings from these
reviews were conducted to examine the impact of
WORK on current and future occupational therapy
practice and research globally.

Conclusion
For twenty years occupational therapy
researchers and clinicians have
demonstrated a commitment to the
ongoing development and
dissemination of evidence and
knowledge to inform work practice
through publications in WORK.
WORK, in turn has afforded
occupational therapy practitioners
with an international forum and an

References:
Arksey, H., & O'Malley, L.
(2005). Scoping studies:
Towards a methodological
framework. International
Journal of Social Research
Methodology, §(1), 19-32.
Davis, K., Drey, N., & Gould, D.
(2009). What are scoping
studies? A review of the
nursing lterature. International
Journal of Nursing Studies, in
press.
Holden, G., Rosenberg, G., &
Barker, K. (2005). Tracing
thought through time and
space: A selective review of
bibliometrics in social work.
Social Work in Health Care,
41(3 & 4), 1-34.
Rosenberg, G., Holden, G., &
Barker, D. S. W. K. (2005).
What happens to our ideas? A
bibliometric analysis of articles
in social work in health care in
the 1990s. Social Work in
Health Care, 41(3 & 4), 35-66.
Shaw, L., Prodinger, B.,
Jacobs, K. & Shaw, N. (2010).
WORK: A historical evaluation
of the impact and evolution of
its editorial board. WORK, 35.
Shaw, L., Prodinger, B., and
Jacobs, K. (2010). Guest
Editorial: The celebration of
the 20th anniversary of WORK.
WORK, 35

Acknowledgements;

We would like to acknowledge
and thank Nathan Shaw for his
contribution in the
development of the database.
We would like to thank The
Dominion of Canada General
Life Insurance Company for a
grant that made the
development of the Work
ARTicle Database and this
research possible.

Contats:

Karen Jacobs
kjacobs@bu.edu

Lynn Shaw
leshaw@uwo.ca




